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ACCELERATING SUSTAINABLE GOALS 

Never before in the history of humanity have we faced so 
many challenges on a global scale. The wellbeing of 
mankind and many other species on our planet is seriously 
endangered. Climate change and loss of biodiversity pose 
an enormous threat on current and future habitability of 
our Planet. 

Although a large majority of all organisations and 
consumers support  the UN’s treaties on climate change 
and biodiversity, the speed of transition to a carbon neutral 
and regenerative economy is painfully slow. 

It is only a minority of consumers and producers (innovators 
and early adaptors who make up ca 15% of the market), 
that acts according to UN’s sustainable goals and Paris 
Agreements. 

PERSONAL ENGAGEMENT AND SENSE OF URGENCY

The purpose of this workshop is  to accelerate 
transformational system change in organisations and 
society by bridging the gap between innovators/early 
adaptors and main stream market (early and late majority). 

The VR workshop E A R T H  F R O M  S P A C E ®  provides 
executives and their team members with new insights, a 
renewed sense of responsibility and a new planetary 
perspective. The impact goes beyond the personal to the 
social.  

Scientific research shows that the workshop deepens the 
cognitive, emotional and spiritual connection with our Planet 
and so motivates conscious, sustainable and ecological 
leadership. It thereby strengthens personal engagement, a 
sense of urgency and a strong desire to transform these into 
concrete (organisational and personal) actions and strategies. 



LEARNING OBJECTIVES
EDUCATE | EXPERIENCE | EMPOWER 

The learning objectives of this workshop are met in a 
combination of  Education, Experience and Empowerment:

EDUCATE
• Understand the Current and Future Challenges for 

Humankind and Biodiversity caused by Human Actions in 
the Anthropocene (Climate Change, Sea Level Rise, Ocean 
Acidification, Pollution, Loss of Habitat, Soil Degradation)

• Develop Insights into Planetary Systems and Planetary 
Boundaries in the Biosphere, Atmosphere and the Oceans

EXPERIENCE
• Develop a Compassionate Connection with Humanity, 

Nature and our Planet with VR Overview Experience for 
Leaders

EMPOWER
• Create Powerful and Inspiring Action Perspectives, 

Solutions and Business Cases for Personal, Educational, 
Political and Corporate  Actions
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STAGES OF E A R T H  F R O M  S P A C E ®

1. COUNT DOWN:     LIFE ON PLANET EARTH IN 2022, 2050, 2100 AND BEYOND

2. LIFT OFF:                 CORE ELEMENTS OF CIRCULAR LEADERSHIP: 
INSIGHTS, INTENTIONS, COMPETENCES AND ACTIONS 

3. SPACE VOYAGE:  VR OVERVIEW EXPERIENCE FOR LEADERS (30 MINUTES) 

4. TOUCH DOWN:     PERSONAL REFLECTIONS AND GROUP DIALOGUE



THE OVERVIEW EFFECT:
PLANETARY AWARENESS FOR A PLANETARY ECONOMY

Since the beginning of spaceflight in the 1960s’, mankind has 
witnessed a totally new experience: seeing the Earth from 
Space. This phenomenon, coined the Overview Effect by space 
philosopher Frank White in 1987, has a profound impact on all 
who experience it.  

Watching Earth from space creates a powerful cognitive shift in 
awareness in how we think about our surroundings, our 
connection to life and others and, finally, how we think about 
Earth.  

Many astronauts have given testimony to this profound 
panoptic perspective and became environmentalists after their 
return on Earth.

OVERVIEW DOCUMENTARY

‘Overview’ is a short film that explores this phenomenon 
through interviews with five astronauts documenting 
astronauts’ life-changing stories of seeing the Earth from the 
outside. It features insights on the wider implications and 
importance of this understanding for society, and our 
relationship to the environment. 
Please click here to watch ‘OVERVIEW DOCUMENTARY’

VIRTUAL REALITY OVERVIEW EXPERIENCE 

Now all leaders and decision makers can benefit from 
the Overview Effect without the need to climb aboard a 
rocket. VROE and CIRCULAR LEADERSHIP have 
developed the world-first VR Overview Experience for 
Leaders. This 30 minutes virtual space journey  takes 
participants, after witnessing Earthrise, on a voyage 
from the dark side of the moon towards the Earth. They 
then travel in orbit with breathtaking views of our 
Planet, watching the beauty of the oceans, the forests 
and the dancing colours of the auroras. 

Participants become deeply aware of the fragility of our 
atmosphere and the devastating human actions that 
cause bushfires, melting of the glaciers and pollution of 
rivers, oceans and landscapes. 

Common features of the experience are a feeling of awe 
for the planet, a profound understanding of the 
interconnection of all life, and a renewed sense of 
responsibility for taking care of the environment.
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https://vimeo.com/55073825


I see Earth! It is so beautiful!
- YURI GAGARIN, FIRST MAN IN SPACE

I believe that if the political leaders of the world 
could see their Planet from a distance, their outlook 
would be fundamentally changed. 
- MICHAEL COLLINS, APOLLO 11

Before my first flight I was already aware how small 
and fragile our Planet is. But it was only after I saw 
her inexpressible beauty and vulnerability I 
realized that the most important task for humanity is 
to care for her and to preserve her for future 
generations.
- SIGMUND JÄHN, SALJOET 6

You develop an instant global consciousness, a 
people orientation, an intense dissatisfaction with 
the state of the world, and a compulsion to do 
something about it. 
- EDGAR MITCHELL, APOLLO 14

The Earth reminded us of the most beautiful marble, 
so fragile, so delicate, that if you touched it with a 
finger it would crumble and fall apart.   
- JAMES IRWIN, APOLLO 15

We have to stop with the destruction of our Planet 
and the destruction of Mankind. We have to change 
our lifes and the way we do business. Everyone is 
connected with everyone through Mankind. 
Everyone is connected with Nature and Planet Earth. 
We are all astronauts on Planet Earth. Humanity, 
Nature and Planet Earth are inseparable. 
- WUBBO OCKELS, SPACE LAB

The Earth is a vulnerable blue ball in the cruel 
emptiness of the universe. We are protected by a thin 
layer of atmosphere and a strong magnetic field, the 
only reason we can survive. But our Planet is so 
fragile. That is why we have to stand up and protect 
our environment.
-ANDRE KUIPERS, INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION
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WE HELP LEADERS CHANGE THE WORLD

This  workshop is part of the curriculum of CIRCULAR 
LEADERSHIP, a powerful leadership and team development 
training for turning your organisation into a force for good. 

LEADERSHIP IN THE 21ST CENTURY 
To successfully address  current and future  challenges 
leaders need a new sets of insights, intentions, 
competences and actions. With our innovative and state of 
the art leadership- and team  programs we help leaders 
inspire themselves, their teams and their organisations for a 
better world.

Inspirational leaders build sustainable organisations in 
which people thrive, are more fully engaged, more creative 
and work powerfully together. These leaders continuously 
adapt to their environment; delivering innovation and value 
to their organisation, stakeholders and the Planet. 

VR OVERVIEW FOR LEADERS
The Virtual Reality program is a powerful tool in our 
curriculum and is jointly developed by Annahita Nezami
(VROE) and Egbert Mulder (CIRCULAR LEADERSHIP), using 
NASA’s Blue Marble dataset with advanced gaming 
software, binaural soundscapes and Gaia’s voice over for an 
immersive experience.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON OUR WORK AND PROJECTS: 
www.circularleadership.eu

Egbert Mulder MSc
CIRCULAR LEADERSHIP 

Annahita Nezami DPSYCH
VROE

http://www.circularleadership.eu/


‘’We can’t all go into space but to have this VR experience is so 
incredibly important. It is so immersive and awe inspiring. This 
should be available to all leaders of the world to see, because you 
can only understand the system if you look at it from one layer 
above it, and that is exactly what this overview experience gives us’’

- KATE RAWORTH, AUTHOR DOUGHNUT ECONOMICS - UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD

PARTICIPANTS 

Since the launch of this VR workshop in October 2021 
over a thousand executives, scientists, students and 
young professionals from a broad range of organisations
have participated.
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REGISTRATION WORKSHOPS
De Groene Afslag, Laren (nh)

Every month we organise our workshop  
E A R T H  F R O M  S P A C E ®
in the Astronaut Room at De Groene Afslag.

Dates Q4 2022: 
30 September | 28 October
18 November |16 December
Time: 13.30 - 17.00 hrs.
Price: € 275 (ex vat)

FOR INFORMATION & REGISTER CLICK HERE

IN COMPANY WORKSHOPS
This workshop is also available in company for 
Team Building, Strategy and Kick Off Meetings. For more 
information on our workshops and masterclasses please 
send us an email:  info@circularleadership.eu
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https://www.eventbrite.nl/e/tickets-e-a-r-t-h-f-r-o-m-s-p-a-c-e-vr-overview-experience-for-leaders-195720714927
mailto:info@circularleadership.eu

